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BISHOP BARRON SPEAKS 
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intellecual tradition. PAGE 2
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Los Angeles based Gen Korean 
BBQ House brings an exciting and 
delicious dining experience. PAGE 4
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top against rival California in 
impressive fashion, downing the 
Golden Bears 21-12 in front of 
a rowdy crowd at Saint Mary’s 
Stadium last Saturday. PAGE 8
BASEBALL 
Saint Mary’s drops two out of three 
in home series against the West 
Coast Conference’s first-place 
team, San Francisco. PAGE 7
EXPRESSIONS OF BLACKNESS
The 16th annual Expressions of 
Blacknes cultural night is one 
of six cultural nights that are 
put on at Saint Mary’s. PAGE 3
“It was both cel-
ebratory,  but [made] 
people think to bring 
light to the unheard 
voices in the LGBT 
community.”
CULTURE
OUTSIDE LANDS LINE UP RELEASED
This year’s line up causes criticism 
of the popular music festival. PAGE 5
BY JOSEPH FOARD
NEWS REPORTER
The talented group enjoyed an unprecedented level of success in 2017-2018 
The most nationally competitive Saint 
Mary’s team might not be found on the 
field, court, track, or water, but in a 
classroom, honing their already topnotch 
debate skills.
Over the 2017-2018 academic year, the 
Macken Debate and Speech Team, named 
after its founder and benefactor, John 
Macken, has achieved as much success as 
any year since the team took its current 
form in 2002.
“This year, we made it to the top 32,” 
said Matthew Swanson, the team’s Direc-
tor of Forensics, who is also a professor 
in the Communication department. “And 
we haven’t done that since my second 
year here about three years ago.” 
Swanson, who took over for Cathy B. 
Glenn, the program’s Director of Foren-
sics and head coach from 2006-2014, 
leads a team coming from a variety of 
majors and personal backgrounds.
Isabel Jeronimo ’20, a double major 
in Politics and Global Studies and minor 
in Spanish, debated in high school and 
did well enough to earn the attention 
of Swanson. “I actually lost the debate 
round [Swanson] watched,” said Je-
ronimo with a laugh. “I’m still here, so I 
guess it worked out well.”
The same goes for Maya Szafraniec, a 
third-year Biology major, who values the 
interplay of her major and the nature of 
debate. “A lot of the skills that I get ad-
vocating for things in debate help me to 
explain myself better in science.”
Both Szafraniec and Jeronimo help 
make up part of a core of talented com-
petitors that excites Swanson for the 
success they have already brought and 
what they promise in 2018-2019. Teams 
of Jeronimo and Elisa Rapadas ’19, a 
psychology major, and Szafraniec and 
Marielle Gardner ’19, an Integral major, 
finished ranking 60th and 62nd in the 
country, respectively, in a ranking Swan-
son estimates to encompass about 1500 
duos total.
“We do two types of debate right now,” 
explained Szafraniec. “One is called Par-
liamentary, which is where we get a topic 
20 minutes before and write whatever 
we’re going to say during that 20 minutes. 
For that, the preparation is doing a lot of 
current events research.
“The other kind we do is Policy, where 
there’s the same topic for the whole year, 
and it’s an evidence-based debate, so 
there’s a lot of researching and applica-
tion of new stuff to whatever argument 
you’re making.”
The season itself lasts from roughly 
August to early April, says Swanson, and 
the travel schedule compares to some of 
the most demanding of schedules for the 
College’s student-athletes. 
“We travel more than most of the stu-
dent-athletes on campus,” said Swanson, 
who went on to list a few of the team’s 
destinations that came to mind, like 
Portland, Seattle, Utah, and Colorado.
“We have to travel to basically all of our 
tournaments,” he said. “We try to send 
students to about 10 tournaments a year 
total, between fall and spring and nation-
als tournament,” said Swanson, assuring 
that there’s no expectation for students 
on the team to attend everything and 
adding that the team is “willing to have 
BASH cultural night celebrates diverse LGBT stories
Last Thursday evening marked the 
13th annual BASH and showcased a va-
riety of student performances centered 
around the experiences and struggles 
of LGBT students. The Bash was put on 
through a collaboration between the 
Associated Students, the Intercultural 
Center, and the Saint Mary’s PRIDE club. 
Sets included the reading of stories and 
poetry, musical performances, comedy 
acts, and video presentations, varying 
in their topics from gender identity and 
facing casual discrimination to celebra-
tions of love in all sexual orientations 
and identities.
The theme was titled “Taste the Reign-
bow: Colors of Our Community.”
“We’re keeping tabs on some of the 
more targeted members of our com-
munity,” said Monica Daggett ‘18, one of 
two lead chairs of the BASH executive 
team. “And [so] it made sense to honor 
them tonight.” In the BASH’s opening re-
marks, the executive team took the stage, 
dedicating the night’s performances “to 
the black and brown kings, queens, and 
non-binary royalty.”
Before the beginning of the BASH’s 
performances, attendees were able to 
partake in refreshments and visit an 
“Art Gay-llery ” where paintings and 
other art pieces created by students were 
exhibited. 
Once the BASH began, sets featured 
musical performances, including covers 
of Kehlani’s “Honey” and Frank Ocean’s 
“Self Control”—performed by Ericka 
Lacsamana ‘18, and Mary Fernandez ‘19 
and Drew Kennett ‘19, respectively—and 
spoken-word stories. One such story, en-
titled “The First,” was about having one’s 
identity as a LGBT Catholic rejected by 
their own religious community. 
“I wanted to encompass an inter-
sectional identity and speak about my 
own experiential knowledge,” said Julia 
Hoshino ‘19, the other lead chair of the 
BASH. 
Upon entering the Soda Center, at-
tendees of the BASH were able to donate 
to the Sylvia Rivera Law Project and 
Audre Lorde Project. “We’re honoring…
organizations that were named after 
important people in our community,” 
Daggett told The Collegian. 
The Sylvia Rivera Law Project provides 
legal services to low-income transgender 
and intersex individuals and the Audre 
Lorde Project is an organization advocat-
ing for LGBT people of color.
“It was hard to fill the shoes left by 
last year’s BASH,” Daggett said. But she 
wanted to match the sense of community 
felt the previous year. 
In reflecting on this year ’s B ASH, 
Hoshino said, “It was both celebratory, 
but [made] people think to bring light 
to the unheard voices in the LGBT com-
munity.”
Toward the end of the BASH, the ex-
ecutive team held what was called a “Q 
and Gay” session conducted by an unseen 
interviewer. 
After fielding a volley of questions with 
humorous answers, the executive team 
was left with a final question of: “Could 
you tone down the gay a little?” After 
sharing brief, knowing glances with one 
another, the team turned towards the 




See Debate, page 2
THE MACKEN DEBATE AND SPEECH TEAM after a big competition. (Courtesy of Macken Debate and Speech Team)
Future title in reach for Debate and Speech Team
“I think next year we 
need to be thinking 
about winning the 
national championship.”
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The Collegian is the official newspaper of Saint Mary’s 
College, published weekly, except during examination 
periods and academic recesses. The Collegian reserves 
the right to hold and edit all submitted materials, 
solicited and unsolicited. The Collegian’s Editorial 
Board is comprised of all oversight staff members. Other 
opinions expressed are not necessarily endorsed by The 
Collegian, its contributors and/or advertisers. Advertis-
ers do not necessarily reflect the view of The Collegian. 
The Collegian strives for accuracy and fairness in the 
reporting of news. If a report is wrong or misleading, a 
request for a correction or clarification may be made.
“To act upon one’s convictions while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world 
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when 
it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice—”






Synopsis: Student burnt food & 
smoke was in room. 
4/3 11:45pm
Incident: Lost College Equip-
ment
Location: Unknown
Synopsis: Lost controlled ac-
cess key
4/4 11:00am
Incident: Water Flow Alarm
Location: Ageno A Hall
Synopsis: Audible alarm water 
flow sensor activation/mal-
function per SMC maintenance 
department
Crime Beat 4/5 10:100amIncident: Medical CallLocation: Rec Center
Synopsis: Medical call student 
injury, Moraga Fire Depart-
ment responded, transport to 
hospital
4/5 12:12pm
Incident: Water Flow Alarm
Location: Ageno A Hall
Synopsis: An unknown white 
substance was sprayed onto 
parked vehicles. The substance 
washed off and left no damage. 
Bishop Barron lectures on Catholicism, fills chapel 
BY KATE ARENCHILD
NEWS REPORTER
a lot more people if they want 
to join.”
Tom Muyunga-Mukasa ’20, a 
Politics major and Biology mi-
nor, counts as a newcomer. 
Muyunga-Mukasa didn’t com-
pete prior to coming to Saint 
Mary’s but has relished the op-
portunity the experience offers. 
“For me, [the debate team] 
has been one of the contexts 
for which I am able to hear oth-
ers talk about certain subjects, 
some of them very controver-
sial.” Despite his relative lack of 
experience debating compared 
to others on the team, Muyunga-
Mukasa managed to tally a win 
in the open division with his 
partner and, like Szafraniec, 
values the skills debating sharp-
ens. “It’s important to learn how 
to structure, which you get in 
debate circles,” he said.
Looking ahead, Swanson an-
ticipates even more success in 
2018-2019 and hopes to attract 
more interested Saint Mary ’s 
students to the team. “Next year 
is the big year where we think it’s 
going to happen,” he said. 
Although his team finished in 
the top 32 this year, Swanson 
saw top eight as a possibility if 
only a few more things had gone 
their way. 
Debate: Team looking to grow and wants to bring more students on board
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 The Saint Mary’s team barely 
lost to Washburn University, 
who ended up making it to the 
top four.
“I think next year we need to 
be thinking about winning the 
national championship,” said 
Swanson. “We have really good 
students that have spent a lot of 
time this year getting mentally 
and academically prepared for 
it, and we have students who are 
willing to sacrifice a lot of their 
own personal life so that they 
can make this one run.”
“We travel more than 
most of the student- 
athletes on campus.”
4/5 10:30pm
Incident: Student Handbook 
Violation
Location: Augustine Hall
Synopsis: Poss. Marijuana, Poss. 
Drug Paraphernalia
4/5 10:45pm 
Incident: Fire Alarm 
Location: Beckett Hall
Synopsis: Audible fire alarm, 
no smoke, nor sorching, no fire, 
Moraga FD responded and reset 
alarm.
On Wednesday,  March 21, 
over 300 people filed into the 
Saint Mary ’s Chapel to hear 
Bishop Robert Barron lecture 
on the Catholic intellectual 
tradition. 
Bishop Barron is an auxiliary 
bishop of the archdioceses of 
Los Angeles. He is known for 
being a clergyman who is used to 
being in the public eye, and im-
mediately prior to visiting Saint 
Mary’s, Barron gave lecture at 
the Googleplex in the Silicon 
Valley. He was invited to campus 
by Father David Gentry-Akin, 
the chair of the Theology and 
Religious Studies Department.
Adi Diaz, a Mission and Min-
istry Center student employee, 
began the event. She spoke of 
her personal experience with 
the work of  Bishop Barron, 
which she said “ has helped 
[her] understand that theology 
is a never ending pursuit” and 
deepened her knowledge of God. 
Brother Mel Anderson, the 
President Emeritus of Saint 
Mary’s College, continued the 
introductions with a prayer. 
“Lord, you have raised up in-
dividuals, groups, of those who 
love you who confront your 
adversaries and particular times 
and cultures.” 
“Open our minds and hearts, 
Lord,” Br. Anderson said. “As 
we hear and enjoy a new ap-
proach to revealing and liv-
ing the Christian message in 
confounding the new atheism, 
which is really the old atheism 
in new attire,  with which it 
beguiles our terribly confused 
culture.”
President James Donahue 
finished the introductions with 
a short address. He affirmed the 
popularity of Bishop Barron cit-
ing both his Word on Fire web-
site and his YouTube channel, 
which has 136,000 subscribers. 
He then thanked him for his 
time and welcomed him up to 
the front of the chapel. 
Barron began by talking about 
the Catholic intellectual tradi-
tion and his personal response 
to it. He grew up Catholic, but 
did not take his faith seriously 
u n t i l  h e  e n c o u n t e r e d  S a i n t 
Thomas Aquinas’ Proof for God 
as a fourteen year old. This led 
him to start loving the intellec-
tual treasures of the Catholic 
Church. 
He addressed how the tradi-
tion affects how humans un-
derstand themselves, and he 
specifically focused on the no-
tion of human freedom. “What 
makes you free?” he asked. He 
explained that while contem-
porary culture tends to define 
freedom as autonomy, this is, 
in fact,  antithetical  to true 
freedom. 
Using the example of a musi-
cian, he explained that before 
they are free to sit down and 
beautifully play a masterpiece, 
they must spend hours learn-
ing to memorize scales. A mu-
sician can’t simply play what 
t h e y  w i s h ,  b u t  r a t h e r  m u st 
follow such musical scales. He 
compared this to the rules of 
the Church. They are not here 
to hinder us, he said, but they 
provide a positive structure that 
lead humans towards holiness. 
“Freedom is a discipline of the 
will, of desire.” It is this process 
that makes “the achievement 
of good is at first possible, then 
natural.” Barron explained how 
the Catholic tradition uses their 
rules to uplift her members and 
make them truly free to pursue 
holiness.
The Bishop ended his talk 
speaking about the Church and 
its calling. Invoking the words 
of Saint Paul, he said: “Come 
out of the old world! Come into 
the “ecclesiae,” or, the new com-
munity around the King, the 
risen Christ.” He ended, stating, 
“May the Catholic Intellectual 
tradition flourish here and else-
where.”
In responding to his lecture, 
Fr. Gentry-Akin said, “While we 
toss around terms like ‘Catholic’ 
on our campus, there is really a 
profound ignorance of the Cath-
olic intellectual tradition, not 
only among students but among 
our faculty.”  
“As an institution,” he contin-
ued, “We are not doing nearly 
enough to nurture and strength-
en the Catholic intellectual 
tradition on our campus, such 
as hiring faculty and admin-
istrators who understand and 
appreciate the tradition and 
who are prepared to hand it on.”
“A tradition is like a garden,” 
he said. “It has to be nurtured. 
When it is neglected, as we have 
done for years on our campus, it 
simply turns to weed.” 
However, Fr. Gentry-Akin was 
impressed with Bishop Barron’s 
knowledge and commitment 
to the Catholic tradition. “He 
knows the Catholic tradition 
extremely well and he under-
stands contemporary culture 
very well, too,” Fr. Gentry-Akin 
said. “He is able to mine the tra-
dition to bring out insights that 
really speak to the questions 
and concerns posed by young 
people today.”






5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Garaventa 140
Contact:
Career and Professional 
Development Services
925-631-4600
Borges and “The 
Global South”
Wednesday, April 11
1 p.m. to 2:15 p.m.
Galileo Hall 201
Contact:
Krista Varela Posell: 
kdv1@stmarys-ca.edu
Professor of the Year—
Dr. Denise Witzig
Wednesday, April 11
5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Soda Center, Claeys Lounge
INVEST: Helping or Harming 
Hand: Governmental Control 
of Native American Lands
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The Campus Calendar column 
is a service highlighting major 
events of the week. To include 
your event, email details to 
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
Due to space limitations, 




Cultural night highlights diversity in black community
BY ADRIANA AVILA
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
On March 21, the Saint Mary’s 
community gathered in the Soda 
Center for the 16th annual Expres-
sions of Blackness. Expressions 
of Blackness (EOB) is one of six 
cultural nights that are put on by 
students and members of the Saint 
Mary’s community. The theme of 
this year’s EOB was “Through Our 
Eyes.” With a set list of 18 perfor-
mances, students expressed them-
selves through song, dance, spoken 
word, video, and other various art 
forms. 
Upon entering the Moraga Room 
of the Soda Center, it was hard not 
to notice the detailed and symbolic 
artwork that decorated the stage. 
One piece illustrated three women 
as silhouettes, painted in the Pan 
African colors. The silhouettes 
were positioned next to a globe that 
highlighted the continent of Africa. 
Adaora Ezike ‘18, the Chair of 
EOB, gave some details of the art-
work: “The pieces were spear-
headed by Alexandra Gonzalez, a 
member of our cast, and assisted by 
other cast and crew members. They 
represent how diverse blackness is, 
and how black folks can be found 
all over the world. It also represents 
the unity that can be found within 
blackness.” 
EOB has been a special part of 
Ezike’s experience at Saint Mary’s. 
When asked about her role as Chair, 
she replied, “It was amazing. I have 
been a part of EOB since my first-
year in various capacities, and this 
was my second time being Chair. I 
loved that I could finish off my final 
year at [Saint Mary’s] as EOB chair. 
I especially loved my team, the cast 
and crew, as they were especially 
crucial in putting together a great 
show. Cultural nights have been 
my favorite event at [Saint Mary’s], 
and I am glad to have culminated 
my experience with these events.”
Desiree Anderson, the Director of 
the Intercultural Center, explained 
cultural nights as “a space and place 
for the [Saint Mary’s] community to 
learn about what lies beneath the 
surface. While there are more simi-
larities than differences between 
ethnic groups, there are central 
experiences that communities have 
that are not talked about in many 
STUDENTS partake in a spoken word piece by Savannah Mattox. (Courtesy of Adriana Avila)
other spaces on campus, and EOB 
is that event for many students to 
get to showcase their experiences 
through their varying talents.”
In one performance, Savannah 
Mattox ‘18 and Tom Muyunga-Mu-
kasa ‘20 performed a spoken-word 
duet titled “Black is Golden.” They 
took turns highlighting special parts 
of their cultural identity. This set 
was followed by a piece called “Sec-
ond Sight” where Mattox shared 
some of the struggles that black 
women often face in our society. 
On the stage, Mattox stood in the 
middle amongst other women and 
men who partook in EOB. 
“Seeing fellow cast members 
stand on stage with Savannah Mat-
tox in support was truly an em-
bodiment of solidarity in action,” 
Anderson said. 
After many moving pieces, the 
night closed with a song sung by a 
choir. Ezike chose the piece “Kuliko 
Jana,” a song by the Kenyan afro 
pop band Sauti Sol. “ I first heard 
Kuliko Jana during my commute to 
school,” she said. “It shuffled on...
and I thought to myself, ‘This is how 
I want the choir to end EOB.’”
“Most of the people in the choir 
have been singing together since 
our sophomore year,” she said. “It 
was emotional for us to end with this 
piece. It ended up that all of us who 
sang were seniors, but that wasn’t 
the original idea, it just worked out 
that way.” 
The audience joined the choir in 
singing the chorus. “I wanted the 
audience to join us because they are 
an important part of the night, and 
I wanted them to share the space 
in our ending. Also, the song is in 
Swahili, and the chorus was easy 
to follow, so I wanted folks to learn 
something new,” said Ezike.
Ezike and Anderson hope that 
audience members took something 
away with them after attending the 
event. “I hope that folks are able to 
recognize how diverse blackness 
is and black folks are,” said Ezike. 
“I hope that students participating 
walk away with a greater sense of 
community and belonging and the 
audience to walk away recognizing 
the courage and talent of the student 
performances to see the vastness 
that is the Black experience at Saint 
Mary’s College and beyond,” said 
Anderson. 
The response to two recently 
published articles in The Colle-
gian, specifically “#MeToo and 
Time’s Up become witch-hunt 
movements” and a Letter to the 
Editor on the Saint Mary’s campus 
and contraception, have laid bare 
confusion and in some instances 
frustration regarding the campus 
newspaper’s publishing. This reac-
tion has extended beyond mere 
criticism of each author’s respective 
arguments, to condemnation of The 
Collegian’s editorial practices as a 
whole. Therefore, an explanation of 
the paper’s operations, Letter to the 
Editor policy, purpose of the Opin-
ion section, and reasoning behind 
these recent publications is due.
Many of those involved with 
The Collegian perform their tasks 
relatively autonomously. Staff and 
Contributing Writers decide what 
they want to write. While editors 
work to give advice to writers and 
may point them in various direc-
tions, they leave final decisions 
regarding what to write to the writ-
ers themselves. As part of a solely 
student-run paper, The Collegian’s 
editors don’t peremptorily assign 
stories to Contributing or even Staff 
Writers. The result is this: About 
half of the paper’s story ideas, and 
most of how those story ideas are 
dealt with, come about through 
writer discretion.
That brings us to The Collegian’s 
policy regarding these stories, 
which, while recently expanded 
upon and edited, is as follows:
“The opinions expressed in The 
Collegian’s opinion section are not 
necessarily held by the paper itself, 
or the majority of its editorial staff. 
In opinion articles and Letters to 
the Editor, The Collegian errs on 
the side of publication, not censor-
ship, and wants to give voice to most 
concerned and free-thinking stu-
dents or stakeholders in the Saint 
Mary’s community, not just a few. 
That does not mean all views will 
find a platform in The Collegian, as 
those its editors deem unworthy of 
publication will not be published.” 
Most of all, the editors of The 
Collegian value a dialogue among 
those in the Saint Mary’s commu-
nity and realize the paper’s place in 
providing a medium for this ongo-
ing conversation. The Collegian 
serves this purpose across its four 
main sections, but nowhere more 
saliently or directly than its opin-
ion section. It’s one section where 
students exchange their ideas on 
a variety of topics, from President 
Donahue’s communication with 
students to the benefits of the 
Philosophy department to, more 
recently, the nationwide #MeToo 
movement and the school’s decision 
not to provide contraception to its 
students. 
The recent, arguably noncon-
formist approaches to the latter two 
topics that appeared in the March 
20, 2018 edition of The Collegian 
have attracted the condemnation 
of many people in the Saint Mary’s 
community. Even with the op-
erations of The Collegian outlined 
above, many of the decision’s critics 
would claim that these articles were 
unworthy of publication because of 
the inadmissibility of their views. 
Put bluntly, the argument goes that 
The Collegian should have refused 
to publish the ideas of writers who 
are critical of #MeToo or in favor of 
Saint Mary’s staying more tradition-
ally Catholic, in effect censoring 
these views not due to the manner 
of their argumentation but due to 
the nature of the views themselves. 
Now, one might argue that some 
right-wing views are inherently, 
unquestionably bigoted. Debating 
such a question raises philosophi-
cal and political issues beyond the 
scope of this editorial, but let’s 
assume for the moment that it is 
indeed the case. That would mean 
that all publications—The Colle-
gian included—would refrain from 
publishing them, but it would also 
render articles extolling the virtues 
of left-wing ideas superfluous, like 
arguing people ought to be nice to 
each other or that killing people is 
bad. Now, on the other hand, one 
might argue that liberal ideology is 
as absolute as these axioms, just less 
agreed upon by society in general. 
However, wouldn’t the remedy for 
this disagreement be the public 
debate of these issues rather than 
the censorship of one side or the 
other? An individual person can 
make the assessment of certain 
right-wing views as unacceptable, 
but we would argue it is unfair and 
counterproductive to demand that 
a publication—one determined to 
act as an instrument for dialogue 
and progress—make that same 
assessment, especially with the 
institutional power it wields. 
For a moment, imagine the im-
plications of such a policy. Places 
where you would normally come 
across these arguments no longer 
present them. It follows that so-
cially right-wing or nonconform-
ing opinions would be shut out by 
platforms like YouTube, Facebook, 
Twitter, The New York Times, and 
other mainstream outlets. Minds 
go unchanged, opinions unchal-
lenged, and we as a community go 
absolutely nowhere if we’re lucky, 
but polarization and partisanship 
likely worsen. No one’s mind gets 
changed if their opinions don’t get 
challenged; their opinions probably 
become more entrenched in your 
refusal to listen to them.
 All of us mean to do well, and 
many of us probably figure to be on 
the right side of every issue; the op-
posite side often representing true 
bigotry. But none of us want to make 
the mistake of thinking that this 
is the case always and reflexively 
condemn anything and everything 
contrary to our beliefs as bigoted. 
Sometimes, our opponents on 
moral issues are truly bigoted, but 
often they are not. There’s some-
thing to be said for conviction in 
one’s beliefs, but it should not be a 
blind, uncompromising, nor mili-
tant conviction. To fall into this trap 
would be very easy and perhaps all 
the more counterproductive. 
All students on campus are wel-
come to attend our weekly story-
board meetings Monday nights at 
6pm in Dante 113. We are not an 
exclusive club, and you don’t have 
to be hired to write for us, as any 
student can either claim an article 
at the meetings or through email 
correspondence with an editor. 
Therefore, we invite and strongly 
encourage any student who wants 
their voice heard to be the voice you 
believe may be lacking in our paper. 
While we don’t have set office 
hours, we are always eager and able 
to make ourselves available to meet 
with you in The Collegian office and 
further discuss these issues and 
others that may be concerning you. 
Specific questions about what The 
Collegian does deem unpublishable 
and how it reaches these conclu-
sions may still remain, and The 
Collegian is open to further discus-
sion on these questions, possibly in 
a forum that occurs before the end 
of the semester. If you wish to make 
an appointment, please email us at 
smccollegian@gmail.com or visit us 
in Ferroggiaro 206. 
Editorial:  Necessary dialogue in the opinion section
BY DEAN BOERNER AND GABBY 
VANACORE
CO-EDITORS-IN-CHIEF 





It has been over a month since 
the Winter Olympics wrapped 
up in Korea and Shaun White 
reminded us why he is a bona fide 
snowboarding legend. At about 
the same time, we learned from 
Chloe Kim that even record-
setting gold medalists can go han-
gry. It could also be recalled that 
Red Gerard disclosed to us that 
despite oversleeping through our 
alarm, we could still bring our A-
game. Meanwhile, Adam Rippon 
brought his light-hearted sense 
of humor and reminded us that 
serious athletes, like himself, are 
“glamazon [bitches] ready for the 
runway.” We need to wait another 
four years to be regaled by the 
athletic prowess of our Olympi-
ans. However, for those who are 
still savoring the memory of the 
recently concluded Olympics, 
Korean BBQ, such as that sampled 
by our athletes in Korea, can offer 
some solace.
Korean food has been one of the 
hippest cuisines in recent years. 
Korean fusion has grown popular. 
Korean fusion food, such as kim-
chi fries, kimchi mac and cheese, 
and Korean tacos, have found a 
loyal following in places such as 
the Bay Area, Los Angeles, Austin, 
Dallas, Louisville, New York, and 
Washington, D.C. In 2016, Google 
named bulgogi as one of the year’s 
hottest food items and a quick 
search on Google yields recipes 
for Korean food from American 
chefs such as Martha Stewart and 
various publications including 
Bon Appetit, The New York Times, 
Food Network, and Epicurious. 
Another popular item is Korean 
BBQ, which is as much about the 
food as it is about the experience 
of eating. These days, most cities 
are sure to have at least one Ko-
rean BBQ restaurant. 
Gen Korean BBQ House, a short 
twenty-minute drive from the 
Saint Mary’s College campus, 
opened in Concord last January. 
They offer all-you-can-eat (AYCE) 
Korean BBQ for $16.99 during 
weekday lunch (excluding holi-
days) and $24.99 for dinner. The 
Los Angeles-based Korean cuisine 
franchise proudly touts that they 
draw inspiration from other deli-
cious culinary traditions, which is 
evident in their high quality meat 
offerings such as premium steak, 
Cajun chicken, Cajun calamari, 
honey chicken, garlic chicken, 
Hawaiian steak, and Hawaiian ba-
con. Though these do make their 
restaurant stand out from other 
Korean BBQ AYCE restaurants, 
it is their celebration of classic 
selections—spicy pork and beef 
bulgogi, samgyubsal (pork belly), 
woo beasal (beef belly)—that re-
ally makes them shine. They also 
have selections such as woosul 
( beef center cut tongue) and 
gobchang (intestine marinated in 
teriyaki sauce) for those who are 
more adventurous.
As is the case with other Ko-
rean BBQ restaurants, Gen offers 
a communal dining experience. 
Diners walk into a smoky, mod-
ern dining room lit with ambient 
light and enveloped in enticing 
scents of spices both familiar and 
unfamiliar. Upon being seated, 
banchans (side dishes) of kimchi, 
Korean potato salad, sangchae 
(spicy radish salad), and cucum-
bers are immediately served to 
alleviate the hunger pangs. If 
the banchans were not enough 
to whet the appetite, popcorn 
chicken, soondooboo (spicy soft 
tofu) soup, dwenjang (fermented 
soybean paste) soup, and japchae 
(glass noodles) are also available 
and are usually served before the 
meats. Once the selected meats 
are served by Gen’s friendly staff, 
they take the center stage as they 
sizzle on the grill that is in the 
middle of each table. It is this pro-
cess that makes Korean BBQ din-
ing more of an experience rather 
than a simple act of sustenance. 
Since the menu is extensive, 
one of the wiser strategies is to go 
with a larger group of friends and 
family so that you could sample as 
many of the selections as possible. 
While watching over the grill and 
waiting for the food to be ready, 
one of the rarer occurrences of 
modern life takes place: friends 
and family gathered around the 
table to share a meal. This con-
vivial gathering is made more 
enjoyable by the act of watching 
your meats of choice cook over the 
open fire while their mouth water-
ing aromas tease the appetite, an 
exercise that has been part of the 
human experience since prehis-
toric times.   
Though eating Korean food 
would most likely not help en-
hance athleticism or help make 
the wait for the next Olympics 
any shorter, Gen Korean BBQ 
provides gustatory delights the 
likes of which were enjoyed by the 
Olympians who dazzled us a mere 




KSMC DJ profile Dora Turkovich 18’ makes campus radio worth tuning in
Dora Turkovich ‘18 is the type 
of person who finds it difficult to 
go anywhere without her head-
phones. “It’s important to me,” she 
explained about her relationship to 
music. “You turn on music, and that 
in itself is an activity.” For music 
lovers like Turkovich, belonging 
to KSMC, the Saint Mary’s radio 
station, is a perfect outlet.
Turkovich is one of over sev-
enty students on KSMC’s roster of 
DJs this semester. On the air, she 
goes by the intentionally lower-
case name “dj dturk” and hosts an 
hour-long music experience every 
Wednesday at 1 p.m. “I don’t do too 
much talking,” she said, opting to let 
the tunes run the show. 
For an hour every week, any stu-
dent can host a show of their choos-
ing. These segments can range from 
talk shows to more music-focused 
sets like Turkovich’s. Anything is 
fair game as long as it satisfies the 
Federal Communications Com-
mission’s (FCC) regulations. These 
rules prohibit some expletives and 
moderate certain subject mat-
ter, but students otherwise have 
complete freedom to develop and 
execute their own shows.
Turkovich has had her show 
for almost two years. What’s her 
sound? Currently, it’s mostly “soft, 
female indie pop,” she said. She 
cited the environment of the KSMC 
station as an occasional influence 
Outside Lands lineup disappoints festival participants yet again
For the third year in a row, 
Outside Lands has produced 
another disappointing lineup. 
As one of the Bay Area’s music 
festivals, Outside Lands draws 
hundreds of thousands of people 
to the fields of Golden Gate Park 
for the duration of its three-day 
festival run. 
When I started going with 
a small group of friends after 
our senior year of high school, 
perhaps the festival spoiled us 
a little too much with headlin-
ers that included Mumford & 
Sons, The Black Keys, Elton 
John, Sam Smith, and Kendrick 
Lamar. Their sub-headliners 
were outstanding too: pre-fame 
James Bay, Odesza, G-Eazy, and 
Leon Bridges, to name a few. 
Each day had us scrambling from 
the mainstage at the polo fields 
to the smaller stages around the 
park, while rushing to grab some 
overpriced festival food and 
bathroom breaks in between. As 
first-timers then, we all agreed 
to make this our yearly summer 
go-to before heading back to 
college. 
Little did we know that Out-
side Lands would only severely 
disappoint us in the following 
years. In early March of 2016, 
we were all sitting at our laptops 
waiting to buy the “Eager Bea-
ver” pre-sale tickets right when 
they opened at 10 a.m. Unlike 
the previous year, the organiz-
ers didn’t release the full lineup 
of artists prior to the pre-sale. 
We assumed that was because it 
was going to be so amazing that 
they wanted us all to be happy 
we bought pre-sale tickets be-
fore the general public release. 
A little over $400 later, we were 
thoroughly upset to see artists 
like LCD Soundsystem, Lionel 
Richie, and Radiohead as head-
liners. Still, we went. Instead of 
the artists being our reason for 
going, we made it more about 
enjoying the food, the rich festi-
val atmosphere, and each other’s 
company before heading out for 
the school year. 
For reasons still perplexing 
to us, we decided to give the 
Outside Lands another chance 
for their 10th anniversary. What 
better time to have an exciting 
lineup than for the festival’s an-
niversary, we reasoned. It wasn’t 
nearly as close to the trash 
lineup of 2016, but it was still a 
let-down for us all—especially 
since three-day passes took a 
considerable price hike. 
Now, here we are, after learn-
ing our lesson, and we are still 
upset by their lineup of art-
ists. For those who are going, 
this year’s headliners include 
The Weeknd, Florence + The 
Machine, and Janet Jackson. 
A sampling of sub-headliners 
include: Odesza, Bon Iver, Por-
tugal. The Man, and Børns. The 
Weeknd is expected to perform 
tracks from his newest album, 
“My Dear Melancholy,” (and yes, 
there’s actually a comma at the 
end of the album title), while 
Florence + The Machine is slated 
to release a new album in 2018. 
“ We are looking forward to 
great new music from Florence 
+ The Machine, Blossoms, Ch-
vrches, James Bay and Shawn 
Mendes,” said Virgin Records 
CEO Ted Cockle in an interview 
with Virgin Group founder Rich-
ard Branson. 
As someone with more un-
orthodox music taste from that 
of many of my friends, maybe 
this evaluation of the Outside 
Lands lineup is contrary to what 
others think of it. I can’t stand 
electronic music, so Odesza is 
a huge turn-off. The Weeknd 
is too overplayed to enjoy his 
music anymore. Bon Iver hasn’t 
released anything worth listen-
ing to since his 2011 self-titled 
album. Portugal. The Man was 
TOVE LO 
horrific to watch, let alone listen 
to, at this past Live 105’s Not So 
Silent Night. They played their 
entire set with the stage com-
pletely dark, so for all I know 
they were lip-syncing the whole 
time. And you just have to be 
desperate to fill a lineup if you 
have Carly Rae Jepsen. As for the 
rest of the lineup, I have never 
heard of anyone past Børns on 
the listing. 
Not only does Outside Lands 
need to work on revamping their 
lineups, but they also need to 
have better festival food ven-
dors. Of course, sticking with SF 
locals like 4505 Meats, Humphry 
Slocombe, Pacific Catch, and 
Pizzeria Del Popolo hardly gar-
ners criticism, but it’s time for 
a change. Having so many local 
vendors within the same vicinity 
was great for the first year that 
my friends and I went to the 
festival. Now, after seeing the 
same vendors for a third year at 
the festival in 2017, having the 
same options with slight price 
hikes each year was tiring. 
This year will  be the first 
time that enjoying the festi-
val atmosphere with food and 
drinks for a weekend won’t be 
enough to bring my friends and 
I back again. It’s time for Outside 
Lands to revamp their festival 
because there’s almost no worse 
feeling than paying over $400 
only to stand in the freezing 
wind and mist of Golden Gate 
Park listening to Lionel Richie. 
But then again, there are few 
feelings that can create such a 
rich atmosphere of community 
while belting out Mumford & 
Sons or Elton John hits with 
your best friends. 
for some of her playlists. The sta-
tion is incredibly cozy with its 
walls of posters and string lights. 
Whenever she’s in that space, she 
said, “I always want to listen to 
softer stuff.”
Some of her favorite artists to 
play are FKA twigs and Grimes. Her 
go-to song? “California” by Grimes. 
However, she also lamented that 
FCC regulations limit the variety 
of music she actually can play on 
her show. “I would play more rap 
if it was easier to find versions that 
are okay to play on the radio,” said 
Turkovich. From time to time, she, 
like many other DJ’s, might use the 
soundboard to make an explicit 
she said, are the two Halloween-
themed segments she has had the 
opportunity to prepare. A part of 
what made these shows so memo-
rable was her personally assembled 
Halloween playlist: “I’ve got some 
classics on there like ‘Devil Wom-
an,’ ‘Casting My Spell,’ and ‘Don’t 
Fear the Reaper,’” she said.
Playlist preparation is only a 
part of the job for Turkovich. She 
mentioned that one of the skills 
this position has encouraged her 
DORA TURKOVICH -
-
to improve is the ability to impro-
vise. The time limits and pressure 
to consistently fill the dead air can 
cause some serious trepidation. 
“Being a DJ has given me more 
practice in thinking on the spot,” 
she said.
For somebody who already goes 
about her life to the sounds of a 
personally curated soundtrack, 
working as a DJ is essentially sec-
ond nature. Turkovich admitted 
it can be challenging to design a 
brand new playlist every single 
week, but overall, the experience is 
worthwhile because of the freedom 
to play exactly what she wants to 
hear on the radio. To get a sense 
of her exceptional taste in music 
and knack for punchy playlists, 
tune in to KSMC on Wednesday 
afternoons.
Would you like to have your radio 
show featured in the Culture sec-
tion? Reach out to The Collegian at 
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
track more radio friendly, but the 
trickiness of this process ultimately 
makes it easier to avoid the risk 
altogether. 
Challenges aside, Turkovich still 
has fun with her show. Some of 
her favorite shows from the past, 
OPINION
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Dear Editors,
In response to the article 
“#MeToo and Time’s Up be-
come witch-hunt movements,” 
I would first like to point out 
that the term “witch-hunt” is 
an outrag eously ahistorical 
term. Witch-hunts targ eted 
young females who were not 
actually witches but who were 
more than likely displaying 
behaviors labeled immoral. 
The #MeToo and Time’s Up 
movements do not have ulterior 
motives. The movements are not 
about the men and women who 
are accused. The movements 
are about those who have been 
targeted and afraid there’s not 
a space to talk about what has 
happened to them. A witch-hunt 
is not at all descriptive of these 
powerful movements. 
The author equates Rose Mc-
Gowan’s  tweet condemning 
James Franco for multiple ac-
cusations of sexual assault to 
being “judge and jury.” How is 
a tweet in any way similar to a 
judicial process? A quick Google 
search and a look at Franco’s 
IMDB pag e show s that this 
tweet from McGowan has not 
affected Franco’s career in any 
way. He has multiple acting and 
directing credits in post and 
pre-production that have yet 
to replace him with someone 
else à la Christopher Plummer’s 
replacement of Kevin Spacey in 
“All the Money in the World.” 
The author ’s  assertion that 
Franco did not have a chance 
to respond to these claims is 
totally incorrect. He responded 
to the allegations on “The Late 
Show” with Stephen Colbert and 
denied them. It would seem that 
in this case Hollywood has taken 
his word for it, as there have 
been no real repercussions as of 
this point for Franco. As for the 
similar argument against Kevin 
Spacey’s swift firing, from the 
multiple reports about Spacey, it 
seems to be that his actions were 
quite like the Harvey Weinstein 
allegations—a well-known se-
cret in Hollywood.
The author claims, “The pow-
er has clearly risen to their 
heads, and they have lost their 
sense of responsibility along 
the way.” To whom exactly is the 
author referring? If the author 
is referring to the people mak-
ing allegations, it would seem 
they are being responsible by 
telling their stories. In a way the 
writer is correct that this move-
ment can be about power. When 
someone is sexually harassed 
or assaulted very often, this can 
lead to an extreme sense of loss 
of power. By telling their stories, 
these people may be able to take 
back the power from those who 
took it away from them. The 
movement is about empower-
ment, not about power over 
others. That is the opposite of 
what is happening. 
The author is not wrong that 
there is a difference between ha-
rassment and assault. However, 
both harassment and assault 
create unsafe spaces. Compar-
ing sexual harassment to “trying 
to show interest in someone 
perhaps gracelessly” is not an 
accurate comparison. Harass-
ment and assault are both about 
power over the victim. The two 
movements discussed in the ar-
ticle should not be responsible 
for others conflating the two 
terms. The movement is about 
those saying “me too,” not about 
educating others on terms that, 
quite frankly, are not that easy 
to conflate. 
Finally, the Leanin.org study 
does not seem to prove anything 
other than the idea that men are 
unsure of what constitutes sex-
ual harassment and do not trust 
themselves to figure that out. 
If anything, these movements 
have stunted women from suc-
ceeding in the workplace. If 
men are afraid to mentor, attend 
business dinners, or go on busi-
ness trips with women, as the 
study suggests, it would seem 
that these facts edge women out 
from important opportunities. 
To me, it seems the writer fo-
cused on the wrong part of these 
facts; we should be upset that 
men are worried about their own 
actions and, instead of educat-
ing themselves, seem more will-
ing to just avoid women in the 
workplace. Sexual harassment 
is not new in the workplace. The 
only difference now is that the 
victims finally have a space that 
may seem comfortable enough 
to actually speak out about their 
experiences. 
In conclusion,  the ending 
Dear Editors,
As a lesbian who is also a prac-
ticing Catholic and theology stu-
dent, I think I am in a unique 
position to respond to the opin-
ion articles circulating about 
contraception. I believe that the 
College is fully within its rights 
as a Catholic institution to limit 
access to contraceptives, and I 
agree with the author of the letter 
to the editor “Saint Mary’s has 
lost Catholic values” when she 
writes, “Rules in Catholicism are 
not there for pedantry’s sake, but 
for two purposes: to enable one 
to follow Catholicism and to lead 
one to heaven while improving 
society.” Where both authors are 
wrong, however, is in their false 
equivalency of contraception with 
PRIDE Club and The Bash. Using 
contraception is a distinct sexual 
behavior that is forbidden by the 
Church. But PRIDE is not a sex 
club—it’s a club for members of a 
marginalized group to find a safe 
space on campus and discuss is-
sues pertaining to the community. 
The Bash is a performance like 
any other Cultural Night. Sec-
tion 2358 of the Roman Catholic 
Catechism states, “The number of 
men and women who have deep-
seated homosexual tendencies 
is not negligible…They must be 
accepted with respect, compas-
sion, and sensitivity. Every sign 
of unjust discrimination in their 
regard should be avoided.” Hav-
ing resources such as PRIDE Club 
is treating people in the LGBT 
community with the dignity we 
deserve. Additionally, allowing 
these resources does not mean 
the College has “let the elephant 
step one foot through the door.” I 
have a hunch that if I approached 
the Mission and Ministry Center 
and said “I’m marrying a woman 
and we would like to have a Catho-
lic wedding Mass in the school 
chapel,” the answer would be no. 
This is the type of comparison 
we should be making—specific 
actions that directly contradict 
Church teaching, not the existence 
of a club.  
While a balance should be 
sought, I do not think it is right 
or fair for a student to willingly 
choose to attend a Catholic school, 
but then complain that the school 
is forcing Catholic rules upon 
them. It is true that there should 
be more interfaith cooperation 
and deep consideration of what it 
means to be Catholic in an increas-
ingly secular and highly politicized 
time. But I would also like to point 
out that the Health and Well-
ness Center actually offers birth 
control pills for health concerns 
such as acne, irregular periods, 
and severe menstrual cramps, and 
they do tests for STIs and HIV/
AIDS as well. All adults—a popula-
tion of which college students are 
members—pay for their condoms. 
While I personally do not believe 
using contraception constitutes a 
moral evil, I understand the Col-
lege’s decision.
As a gay person, it hurt and 
angered me to see my community 
used as a scapegoat or bargain-
ing chip in an argument about 
contraception. It can be tempting 
to lump all social issues into one 
group, but that does not treat 
LGBT people fairly, nor does it 
allow nuance in one’s argument. 
Whether or not condoms should 
be given away at the health cen-
ter or sold in the bookstore is not 
equivalent to my access to a space 
where I can discuss homophobia 
with people that have the same 
experiences. It is demeaning to a 
group of people that have faced 
bigotry—often at the hands of 
Catholic family members—to treat 
those two issues as if they are the 
same. It is possible for the College 
to follow Catholic teaching while 
both limiting access to contracep-




of the article is abysmal and 
factually  incorrect.  No one 
mentioned in the piece has had 
their lives ended because of ac-
cusations. Weinstein and Spacey 
have both seen repercussions 
related to their jobs but have yet 
to see criminal charges. Simi-
larly, none of the allegations 
mentioned in the piece have 
been proven to be slanderous 
or made up. To speak of fear for 
our society because women and 
men are finally speaking out 
about things that have for so 
long been taboo seems archaic. 
What exactly about this should 
we fear? Women live in a world 
of fear. According to a survey 
by Stop Street Harassment, 81 
percent of women have expe-
rienced sexual harassment and 
27 percent have experienced 
sexual assault. We should not 
fear a society where women 
call out abusers for what they 
are. We should look forward to 
a society where they no longer 




Letter to the Editor: a response to #MeToo and Time’s Up article
Letter to the Editor On-campus housing is in need of AC
Living on campus for the third 
year in a row, I must say I really do 
love it. The dorms have become my 
home away from home. I have next 
to no complaints about my room or 
building. The only major complaint 
I have, though, is against the lack of 
air conditioning in Augustine Hall 
where I have been living for the past 
two years. 
Having no AC might not seem 
like such a big deal for a school in 
Northern California, but it really 
is. This past school year was record-
breakingly hot, and for the week 
or two of 100+ degree weather, I 
thought I was going to die—and I’m 
from Texas. There was no escaping 
the heat. Because classrooms were, 
and currently are, air conditioned, 
it wasn’t bad being in class during 
the day. But at night, once I got back 
to my room,  it was impossible to 
sleep. You couldn’t even take a cool 
shower to bring your body tem-
perature down because the water 
was hot, too. 
Augustine does not even have 
ceiling fans to circulate the air 
around the room, so you’re stuck 
with floor fans. No matter how 
powerful they are or how many you 
have, it’s just hot air being sucked 
into them and getting blown back 
on you. Plus, we’re all living in pretty 
small rooms with our doors shut, 
cutting off circulation between 
rooms and the hallways. 
As a first-time Resident Advisor 
(AD), I felt so bad for my residents 
because it was the worst first im-
pression of Saint Mary’s. They kept 
asking me with concerned faces if 
this is what it was always like. Ev-
eryone was overheated, and I was 
so afraid people were just going to 
drop out of Saint Mary’s. It’s already 
hard enough to start at a new school 
away from home, but then to have 
to deal with intense heat and no 
sleep is too much. I was struggling, 
and this is my third year on campus. 
The first few weeks of school are too 
stressful when compounded with 
heat exhaustion. 
Some might say, “Well, this is 
really only an issue for the first and 
last couple weeks of school.” Think 
again. When it rains, I have to keep 
my window shut because there is 
no awning and the rain pours into 
my room, turning my desk into a 
lake. This means my room gets no 
fresh or cool air, so it eventually 
becomes stuffy and stale. It’s ter-
rible coming inside from the cold to 
a hot, ripe room with no fresh air. To 
me, this screams breeding ground 
for fungus and mold to grow. The 
school should at least implement 
air exchange boxes for situations 
like this. It really can’t be healthy.
For how much we pay to live on 
campus, the school should really 
look into getting air conditioning. 
The lower townhouses have air 
conditioning, which just doesn’t 
seem fair for other residence halls. 
Also, I don’t understand why there 
isn’t central cooling since all of the 
buildings do have central heating. 
It shouldn’t be that much harder 
to add in an air conditioning unit. 
I know it’s probably a bigger 
project, and the school is always 
lacking the money for upgrades. 
But I think if students really stress 
that it’s a priority, maybe we can get 
it changed, especially if it’s going to 
keep getting so hot every year. We 
have to adapt and understand that 
heat exhaustion is a real issue that is 
too much to handle on top of packed 
school schedules. Students need to 
be able to sleep at night to be rested 
for the next day.
OVERHEATING 
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BASEBALL
Baseball drops series to top ranked San Francisco Dons
Mon. vs Nevada, 3:00 p.m.
Fri. @ San Diego, 6:00 p.m.
Sat. @ San Diego, 5:00 p.m.
Sun. @ San Diego, 1:00 p.m.
The Gaels look to bounce 
back after dropping their last 
series to San Francisco.
SOFTBALL
Sat. vs  LMU, 12:00 p.m.
Sat. vs LMU, 2:00 p.m.
Sun. vs LMU, 12:00 p.m.
Softball lost three of their four 
games this week, including their 
conference-opener against USD, 
but bounced back on Sunday to 
finish their road trip with a win.
James Harden leads  pack in 2018 NBA MVP race
Coming off a home and home 
series where the Gaels were swept 
by Sacramento State, the team 
stayed home for a huge series 
against the West Coast Confer-
ence’s top team. The University 
of San Francisco took the first 
two games of the series, 5-3 and 
1-0, but the Gaels were able to 
avoid the sweep by winning the 
final game by a score of 5-4. 
Saint Mary’s conference record 
dropped to 6-6 after the weekend, 
and the USF Dons improved their 
league leading record to 10-2.
The series was intended to be-
gin Friday, but the opening game 
was pushed back to Saturday due 
to rain. The WCC matchup began 
with a pitchers’ duel between 
Nick Frank and Thomas Ponticel-
li that would give USF a 2-0 lead 
heading into the bottom of the 
seventh inning.  It was then that 
Brett Rasso hit a two run double 
to tie the game and fire up the 
Saint Mary’s faithful. However, 
the Dons immediately countered 
the Gaels with an offensive attack 
of their own by scoring three runs 
in the top of the ninth inning 
to push the score to 5-2. Saint 
Mary’s would not go down easy as 
Joey Fiske laced an RBI single to 
score Gio Diaz and cut the Don’s 
lead to just two runs in the bot-
tom of the ninth. However, that 
was as close as they would get as 
they failed to produce the clutch 
hit they needed.
The second game of the series 
took place Sunday and was high-
lighted by a sensational outing 
from the USF starting pitcher, Ri-
KEVIN MILAM
MEN’S TENNIS
Fri. @ Portland, TBA
Sat. @ Gonzaga, TBA
BEACH VOLLEYBALL
Wed. @ Santa Clara, 3:00  p.m. 
Fri. vs Portland, 1:00 p.m.
Sat. vs Gonzaga, 11:00 a.m.
WOMEN’S TENNIS
ley Ornido. Ornido did not allow a 
hit until there was two outs in the 
bottom of the eighth inning, when 
Ryan Novis singled down the left 
field line. The Gaels threatened in 
the bottom of the ninth as Eddie 
Haus reached first on a fielder’s 
choice before a Jackson Thore-
son single moved Haus over to 
third base. The Gaels again could 
not come up with a clutch hit as 
they fell to the Dons 1-0. Kevin 
Milam was a bright spot for the 
team, pitching seven innings and 
allowing just four hits and one 
unearned run. 
The final game of the series, and 
second of the double header on 
Sunday, was a tale of two halves. 
Saint Mary’s started the game 
off on fire by scoring four runs 
(all unearned) in the first inning 
due to RBI’s from Thoreson, Mi-
lam, Austin Chauvin, and Conor 
Thane. The Gaels would not score 
again until the fifth inning when 
Thoreson blasted a pitch over the 
right field wall for the first home 
run hit at Louis Guisto Field this 
season.  The home run gave Saint 
Mary’s a 5-0 lead. “I was just 
looking for something to hit,” 
said Thoreson after the game. “I 
hadn’t been swinging it too well 
recently, but I was just trying to 
barrel something hard. It ended 
up being the go-ahead, which was 
nice for the end, but at the time 
I was just trying to barrel some-
thing and keep the line moving.”
Meanwhile, Ken Waldichuk was 
dealing on the mound to the tune 
of allowing just two runs in 7 2/3 
innings of work, while racking up 
a career-high 14 strikeouts.  The 
Dons would make things interest-
ing by pushing across four runs 
in the eighth inning, but Michael 
Hobbs would come in for the 
ninth and shut the door to record 
his eighth save of the year
Saint Mary’s now looks towards 
another important WCC series on 
the road at the University of San 
Diego.  Thoreson spoke about the 
team’s mentality moving forward: 
“It was big to get that one…that 
just kind of highlights everything 
we’re going to have to do the rest 
of the season; we’re going to have 
to battle and win games from 
behind.”
Game times are set for Friday at 
6:00 PT, Saturday at 5:00 PT, and 
Sunday at 1:00 PT at Fowler Park 
in San Diego, CA.
The 2017-2018 NBA regular sea-
son is coming to an end, and even 
though there are plenty of fans 
who just want the playoffs to begin, 
there is still time to look at which 
players have shined this season 
and deserve to be in the NBA Most 
Valuable Player discussion.
There have been numerous 
players this season that have been 
able to impress the world with 
their ability to score and lead their 
teams to victory, but some will still 
fall short of being in contention. 
Players like Golden State War-
riors point guard Stephen Curry 
and Boston Celtics point guard 
Kyrie Irving each built impressive 
numbers, but injuries have halted 
their momentum, with both being 
ruled out leading up to the playoffs.
Last season’s Finals MVP and 
Golden State’s Kevin Durant has, 
at times, carried the team in Cur-
ry’s absence, and he’s done that 
by averaging 26.5 PPG (points per 
game). But a mix of injuries and 
his league-leading five ejections 
have overtaken his achievements 
this season. As for his former 
teammate and last season’s MVP 
Russell Westbrook, despite al-
most averaging a triple-double 
this season or getting double 
digits in three different statisti-
cal categories, he has not been as 
vital to OKC this season as he was 
last year. Whether it be a dip in 
his production or the added star 
power of Paul George and Car-
melo Anthony, Westbrook has not 
been able to put together an MVP 
season again. All of these players 
are great, but they have not done 
enough to warrant the MVP.
Now, onto the players that 
should be in real contention for 
being named the 2017-2018 NBA 
MVP. Portland’s Damian Lillard 
has been a true leader for the team, 
averaging 26.7 PPG and leading 
the Trailblazers to victory in the 
fourth quarter of countless games 
with his excellent three-point 
shooting.
Milwaukee’s Giannis Antetok-
ounmpo has continued to build off 
of an impressive season last year 
to become one of the most feared 
players in the league. His size and 
speed have made him “unguard-
able” at times, and averaging 27.1 
PPG has helped the Bucks clinch 
a playoff spot once again.
This season, New Orleans’ An-
thony Davis has shown why he is 
one of the best the league has to 
offer, especially after his teammate 
Demarcus Cousins went down 
injured. Not only has Davis aver-
aged 28.1 PPG, the second most in 
the league, but he leads the league 
in blocks as well, showing that he 
is dominant on both sides of the 
court.
Cleveland’s LeBron James con-
tinues to amaze fans and players 
alike, putting together another 
MVP caliber season, even in his 
15th year in the NBA. LeBron is 
averaging 27.5 PPG, has led the 
Cavs through a really tough period 
of uncertainty in February, and 
so far has been able to play in all 
games this season: an impressive 
feat at age 33.
Despite all of these amazing 
players, they will all fall short be-
ing named the MVP this season 
because of the unbelievable year 
that Houston’s James Harden has 
put up. Harden has averaged 30.6 
PPG while still averaging 8.7 APG 
(assists per game), proving that 
he can both take hold of a game by 
himself and bring his teammates 
to another level. Countless game-
winning performances have typi-
fied his season, as well as claiming 
the broken ankles of so many 
opponents, like Wesley Johnson. 
He has put up three 50-point 
triple-doubles, which is incredible 
considering he was very close to 
repeating that a few other times 
this season.
Although the Houston Rockets 
have an abundance of players that 
any of the lower teams in the NBA 
would wish they could have, James 
Harden has been the biggest key to 
Houston’s historic season thus far, 
which shows how valuable he is to 
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Rugby defeats CalPuttin’ with Pavan
It seems like just yesterday we 
were packing our bags, cleaning our 
clubs, and preparing for the first 
event of Spring in the desert. Where 
has the time gone? Our regular 
season ended over Spring Break, in 
which we played a total of 9 rounds 
in just 8 days. We started out this 
mini-marathon in the middle of 
Oregon, and I suppose you could say 
that the few days we spent at Eugene 
Country Club were definitely a step 
in the right direction for the team. A 
small step, but a step nonetheless.
Monday was a battle, and I am 
glad to say that it was, for the seniors 
at least, the last ever 36-hole day 
of college golf we will ever have to 
participate in. Our poor legs. I can 
assure you that those will not be 
missed by any of us! We arrived at 
Eugene just before 7 a.m., encased 
in as many layers as we could pos-
sibly wrap around our bodies, in a 
rather feeble attempt to combat the 
baltic 35 degrees outside. There was 
a slightly tense atmosphere around, 
as we have come to anticipate on one 
of these mornings. After all, what 
else would one expect from a herd 
of young- adults, unwillingly dragged 
out of bed before sunrise, forced to 
play not one, but two rounds of golf 
in the numbing temperatures of the 
Pacific Northwest? Not very much, 
to be honest. However, with that 
being said, there isn’t much that a 
good old breakfast can’t fix, right? 
Such is the tradition before a 36-hole 
day. The teams will slowly head to 
breakfast and proceed to inhale ev-
ery last bit of food presented before 
them, fuelling up for the day ahead, 
I suppose. Or maybe, we just love 
pancakes. After filling our insides 
to the very brim, we rather gingerly 
waddled our way over to the driving 
range and got started with our pre-
round warmup session. In these con-
ditions especially, with every shot 
struck off center, a player’s hands 
undergo somewhat of a shock—an 
unbearable pain leaving absolutely 
zero sense of feeling or sensation in 
the fingertips. Luckily, there wasn’t 
much of that going on for us. Our 
warmup went rather well, and as a 
result, we played ourselves to within 
striking distance of the top five as the 
day came to an end.
We entered the second day with 
positive attitudes, knowing that 
although we didn’t have a great 
chance of winning, a solid finish was 
well within our reach. It wasn’t an 
easy day for us on the course, but we 
battled until the very end, ultimately 
coming away with a top-5 finish and 
beating both Arizona and Colorado 
State, who were both ranked ahead 
of us. There were without a doubt 
some positives to take from this fin-
ish, both individually, and as a team. 
Blake Hathcoat, one of the team’s 
sophomores, managed to shoot a 
team-low 69 in the final round on 
his way to a top-20 finish. In addi-
tion, I myself managed to overcome 
a somewhat lackluster start to the 
final round and finish the tourna-
ment inside the top 10. Although we 
didn’t have our best stuff, the result 
was something to build off of heading 
into The Goodwin.
After attempting to catch up on 
some schoolwork at the airport, 
we finally flew back from Eugene 
late on Tuesday, arriving back in 
the Bay Area just before midnight. 
There was a slight confusion with the 
hotel rooms, but after some tough 
negotiating by our coach, we were 
able to find somewhere to lay our 
heads for the night before we were 
back out on the golf course for our 
practice round at Harding Park the 
very next day. TPC Harding Park is 
always a course we thoroughly look 
forward to playing, and this time 
around was no exception. The super-
intendent and his staff had worked 
their magic and presented before us 
some of the most incredible playing 
conditions we had ever seen. The 
greens were firm, fast, and true. The 
fairways, perfect. On top of that, we 
could finally feel our hands! The sun 
was out, and life was good again, it 
seemed. It was a true privilege to 
have been able to participate in this 
year’s Goodwin.
Unlike the morning of The Duck 
Invitational, the mood was sig-
nificantly different upon arriving at 
Harding. After all, we were only play-
ing 18 holes, we were only wearing a 
single layer, and we could actually 
feel our hands. Our tee time was after 
midday, so there were unfortunately 
no pancakes waiting for us upon 
arrival this time! Instead, the scent 
of grilled burgers filled the air...
The Saint Mary’s Gaels defeated 
the Cal Bears 21-12 in a gripping 
finale to their regular season.
The No. 1 ranked Gaels matched 
up against their longtime rivals. 
Despite the matchup not being a 
conference game, it did determine 
who would most likely hold the No. 
1 seed leading into the Round of 16 
portion of playoffs.
Without forward Anthony Ro-
driguez and arguably their best 
player, 8-man Vili Helu, the Gaels 
fourth victory over the Bears in the 
past seven years is one of their big-
gest achievements of the season. 
Tavite Lopeti and Tom Brusati 
scored one try each for the Gaels, 
while Sean Yacoubian helped the 
Gaels with three penalty kicks and 
one conversion.
With the Gaels’ strong win over 
Cal, they secured the No. 1 seed 
and will match up against No. 16 
seed Cal Poly on Saturday, April 14.
TOM BRUSATI 
